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The day is expected to be cloudy 
today, and thundery showers are 
likely on Saturday afternoon and 
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TOP STORIES 


CIC pulls up President's office over RTI reply 


The Central Information 
Commission has asked the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan to reconsid- 
er an RTI application seeking 
details about President’s Rule 
imposed in Jammu & Kashmir in 
2018 and about the J&K Reor- 
ganisation Bill, 2019. 


The CIC held that that the 
Rashtrapati Bhawan claimed 
exemption from replying to RTI 
query citing “element of confi- 
dentiality”, without providing 
“proper reason or justification”. 

It has, therefore, directed 
the chief public information of- 
ficer (CPIO) and officer on special 
duty at the President’s Sec- 
retariat to re-examine the RTI 
application and provide an “ap- 
propriate response’. 


The order by chief informa- 
tion commissioner (CIC) Y.K. 
Sinha came on a petition filed 
by RTI activist Venkatesh Nayak. 


Following the proclamation 
of President’s Rule in erstwhile 


Jammu and Kashmir in 2018, 
Nayak had in October 2019 filed 
an RTI application with the 
Rashtrapati Bhawan seeking its 
response on 18 points. 


The information sought in 
the application was significant 
since it sought to provide the 
sequence of events leading to 
the President’s Rule in the state 
and its reorganisation into two 
Union Territories of Jammu and 
Kashmir, and Ladakh. (The 
Wire) 


Survey show PSUs 
big on employing 
casual labour 

A government survey of the 
Central Public Sector Enterpris- 
es (CPSEs), released earlier this 


month, reveals that the number 
of non-permanent workers is on 


the rise in state-owned compa- 
nies, which are not just tasked 
with achieving commercial eff- 
ciency but also “discharging 
their constitutional and social 
obligations.” 


According to the Public En- 
terprises Survey 2019-20, the ca- 
sual and daily rated workers in 
public companies saw a rapid 
increase of 178% between 2015-16 
and 2019-20. Besides, the num- 
ber of contractual employees 
rose by 86% in the same period. 
This increase in non-permanent 
jobs in public companies is fur- 
ther accompanied by a cut in 
regular jobs; a reduction of 25% 
in regular employees is recorded 
in the same period. 


The annual report, which 
captures the essential statistical 
data for all CPSEs on numerous 
parameters, is prepared by the 
Department of Public Enterpris- 
es (DPE) under the Ministry of 
Finance. It was tabled in both 


Houses during the recently con- 
cluded monsoon session of the 
Parliament. 


The prevalence of non-per- 
manent category jobs has been 
observed across almost all the 
sectors that have the presence 
of public sector companies, in- 
cluding steel, petroleum (refin- 
ery and marketing), coal, heavy 
and medium engineering, 
among others. Resultantly, over 
37% of all the public companies’ 
employees belong to non-per- 
manent categories in 2020. This 
figure was close to 19% in 2016. 


The central government sur- : 


vey covers those public enter- 
prises wherein the Government 
of India holds more than 50% 
equity. Subsidiaries of these 
companies, registered in India, 
in which CPSE has more than 
50% equity stake, are also cate- 
gorised as CPSEs, and thus, in- 
cluded in the survey. (Source: 
NewsClick.in) 


Fast-spreading Afghan protests put Taliban in a bind 


On Thursday, the day Afghans usually cele- 
brate their independence from British con- 
trol, crowds of men and women came out in 
Kabul waving black, red and green national 
flags. "Our flag, our identity,” they shouted. 


As protests against the Taliban takeover 
spread to more cities, the militia group 
called on the country’s imams to urge unity 
when they hold their Friday prayers. Some 
demonstrations were small, but combined 
with the desperate scramble of thousands of 
people seeking to flee the country they un- 
derline the challenge the Taliban face in 
governing. 


First Vice President Amrullah Saleh, who 
said on Tuesday he was the "legitimate care- 
taker president" after President Ashraf 
Ghani fled, wrote on Twitter: "Salute those 
who carry the national flag and thus stand 
for dignity of the nation." 


Ahmad Massoud, son of guerrilla leader 
Ahmad Shah Massoud, said he is "ready to 
follow in my father's footsteps, with mu- 
jahideen fighters who are prepared to once 
again take on the Taliban.” — Reuters 


Footballer springs back from injury, 
bags Rs 2 crore Croatia deal 


Manoj Kumar 





Sandesh Jhingam, a former 
ATK Mohun Bagan football 
club player, signed up for Croa- 
tian top division club HNK 
Sibenik on Wednesday. The 
deal is valued at Rs 2.08 

crore for one year. 


Former centre back player 
in Indian football club said that 
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Karvy CMD arrested 
for fraud 


Central crime police on 
Thursday arrested the 
chairman and managing 
director stockbbroking firm 
Karvy, C Parthasarathy, for 
allegedly cheating IndusInd 
Bank by availing credit facil- 
ities of %137 cr. He allegedly 
pledged securities/shares of 
his clients without their 
consent by abusing the 
power of attorney. (TH) 


Havana syndrome 
hits US staff 


Two US officials working in 
Berlin, Germany, have 
sought medical treatment 
after complaining of symp- 
toms similar to those related 
to the so-called Havana 
syndrome, according toa 
person familiar with the 
matter. The syndrome is 
named after the Cuban cap- 
ital, where employees of the 
CIA and US state depart- 
ment first complained of 
unusual sound and pressure 
sensations in their heads in 
2016 and 2017. The symp- 
toms have since been ob- 
served among government 
workers in China, Russia 
and, more recently, Austria. 
(FT) 


Ban on CFCs 
restores ozone layer 


The recovery of the ozone 
layer is helping the planet 
avoid 2.5C of potential 
warming, in a sign of the 
impact of curbing ozone- 
destroying chemicals. The 
climate benefits of the glob- 
al ban on chlorofluorocar- 
bons, which were restricted 
by the 1987 Montreal Proto- 
col, are greater than previ- 
ously believed, according to 
research published in Na- 
ture, the scientific journal, 
this week. (FT) 


T.N.'S RS 200-CRORE PLAN FOR BRIDGING LEARNING LOSS 


Tamil Nadu Finance Minister 
Palanivel Thiaga Rajan has an- 
nounced a ‘Mission Mode 
Project’ for addressing learning 
losses among government school 
students, caused by COVID-19, 
and allotted €200 crore. 


‘Classes in the street and classes under the moon’ 


they are not comprehensive or 
all-inclusive, as many students 
attending government schools 
do not have a personal mobile 
device or laptop to access the 

content in a consistent and or- 
ganised manner,’ he said. 


being a kid from Chandigarh, 
he dreamt big. “After my injury, 
I saw a lot of people change 
their opinion about me. It 

was revealing for me 

and ATK Mohun Bagan showed 
love and respect,” he added. 


SJ, as he is known in foot- 
ball circles, had always dreamt 
of playing for a European club, 
for which he even took a pay 
cul. 


HNK Sibenik coach em- 
braced SJ, welcomed him with 


Mr. Rajan said educationists 
had stressed the need to bridge 
the gap in learning and address 
mental stress and other changes 
in daily life since students were 
out of campus for over 15 
months. 


“There will be classrooms in 
streets and classes under the 
moon. The project will reach out 
to the children in every nook and 
corner of the State,” he said.(TH) 


“There has been a great diffi- 
culty in learning since March 
2020,” he said. 


Mr. Rajan explained that the 
Department of School Education 
would implement the programme 
in the next six months with the 
help of teachers, graduate stu- 
dents, volunteers and non-gov- 
ernmental organisations. 


“Though efforts have been 
made to reach out to them by 





the hope that SJ would help the 
team achieve its goals that they 
have set for themselves during 
the season. H 


is stint at HNK will help him 


grow as a player and as a per- 
son, the coach said. 


distributing QR-coded textbooks 
and by developing and dissemi- 
nating audio-visual content on 
Kalvi TV, AIR as well as on social 
media channels like YouTube, 





